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people. They dlso moved and encouraged the spectators
who gave enthusiastic encouragement along the course.

This commemorative album has been published to remember
and treasure the wonderful impressions of the 18th Oita
Marathon.

I hope the Oita International Wheelchair Marathon will be
enriched and progressed for the disabled in the society.
Also, [ wish the correct understanding of disabled people
will be deepened by the citizens through the event. In
publishing this commemorative album. | would like to
express my gratitude to all who had contributed and
cooperated to make this event a brilliant success.



The 18th
Oita International
Wheelchair Marathon
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Oita Wheelchair Marathon
Address of H.I.H Prince Tomohito of Mikasa

I am most pleased that the 18th Oita International Wheelchair Marathon is about to take place with five hundred

]n_:.\r-iicipunrs_ from twenty-seven countries and regions. ) ) ]

For over thirty years the late Dr. Yutaka Nakamura, the founder of the Oita Marathon, and we in Tokyo shared a

common commitment-namely to enlighten and educate people regarding welfare of the disabled and to carry out
practical activities on their behall.

lapan Sun Industries, ol which Dr. Nakamura was president, was the first factory in Japan to employ disabled

}jn-_-.t_) le. As such it has a proud history which attracted worldwide attention. Foreigners visiting Japan's welfare
acilities invariably wanted to visit the rising sun.

ii'he wheelchair marathon was Dr.Nakamura's ereation and has since grown into today’s major world event,as you
now.

The watchwords for all of us involved in welfare are “independence of people with disabilities” and “living
together-with or without disabilities” .

Japan Sun Industries and Wheelchair Marathon have cnnt[‘[buted.enormouslfy to making the two slogans take
practical root in our society.Those ol us who [ollowed the pioneering work of the late Dr. Nakamura have been
mspired by his educational and other activities.

The most outstanding leature of the wheelchair marathon is that it is the only event of its kind in which those with

disabilities are able to compete on a level playing field with those without and catch up and overtake them.

The same equality exisis in the archery contest and skiing, the field of my own expertise, in which chair-ski

compelition is gaining grounds.

However, neither archery nor skiing has progressed 1o the point where those with disabilities have taken over the

other competitors.

'II_'h_e wh(-_'t'lnrrlmi.!' marathon has now become a leading sport which literally demonstrates “Independence” and
iving together” .

It is my earnest wish that the marathon will go from success to success with the keen efforts of all the participating

athletes and officials. | urge all the competitors 1o set as their next major objectives to become good citizens an

contribute to their societies by achieving visible results.
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